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• Australian research landscape

• NCGP funding statistics

• NCGP overview and funding schemes
• Discovery Program
• Linkage Program

• ERA & EI 

• Looking ahead

Outline



26/09/2019

2

2018–19 Federal investment in R&D, 
by portfolio and program (approx. AU$9.6 billion) 

Web: arc.gov.au  I Email: Communications@arc.gov.au
Source: Science, Research and Innovation Budget Tables 2018–19

Selected research agencies 
2000–01 to 2021–22 funding ($m)
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NCGP Funding by Institution (%) 2009–2018

ARC NCGP funding by Fields of Research 2009–2018 
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National Competitive Grants Program

Discovery Program Linkage Program 

Australian
Laureate 

Fellowships
Future 

Fellowships
DECRA

Discovery Projects

Centres of Excellence SRIs

ITRP

Linkage 
Projects

Area of box represents ARC funding by scheme (new and ongoing projects) for 2018

LIEFDiscovery 
Indigenous 

LASP
+ Science 
Councils

Success by scheme 2012–2019: FoR 01
Mathematical Sciences



26/09/2019

5

Success by scheme 2012–2019: FoR 02
Physical Sciences

Success by scheme 2012–2019: FoR 03
Chemical Sciences
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Success by scheme 2012–2019: FoR 04
Earth Sciences

Success by scheme 2012–2019: FoR 05
Environmental Sciences
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Success by scheme 2012–2019: FoR 06
Biological Sciences

Success by scheme 2012–2019: FoR 07
Agricultural and Veterinary Sciences
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Success by scheme 2012–2019: FoR 08
Information and Computing Sciences

Discovery Projects—return and success rates, 2012–2019
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Discovery Projects, 2012–2019

Linkage Projects—return and success rates, 2010–2018

N.B. Continuous assessment began halfway through LP16.



26/09/2019

10

Linkage Projects, 2012–2018

The National Interest Test

• The text box on “Benefit & Impact” in ARC application 
forms replaced with a text box on “National Interest”.

• 100 to 150 words, in plain English

• National interest is defined as:

“ the extent to which the research contributes to 
Australia’s national interest through its potential to have 
economic, commercial, environmental, social or cultural 
benefits to the Australian community ”

• Applications that satisfy the N.I.T. & score highly will be 
recommended to the Minister for funding.
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ERA and EI
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ERA
Evaluates research quality 

in broad and specific 
disciplines

Comprehensive data 
collection

Fourth round in 2018

EI
Assesses the engagement 
and impact of research 

beyond academia

Selective assessment

Inaugural round in 2018

ERA 2018 Outcomes
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National UoE ratings ERA 2018
(aggregated four‐digit results, grouped by 

two‐digit FoR code)

FTE staff by gender and employment level ERA 
2018 All universities
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Gender by Two‐digit Fields of 
Research

Note: 40 staff 
were reported 
as 'X' in ERA 
2018. These do 
not appear on 
the chart due 
to the scale.

Engagement, Approach to Impact and 
Impact Ratings ‐ EI 2018

All universities

34%     51%    15%   25%     51%    24%   43%     44%    12%  

Percentages may not total 100 due to 
rounding
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Support for ongoing 
collaboration

Provision of infrastructure

Support mechanisms for 
knowledge transfer

Support for multi-disciplinary 
research centres

Examples of key mechanisms from high rated 
submissions

Engagement                                         Approach to Impact

Collaboration with strategic 
stakeholders

Public participation (citizen 
science)

Providing specialist resources and 
services to external stakeholders

Provision of specialist training or 
trainee programs

Review of 
Research 

Evaluation in 
Australia

Key learnings

ERA and EI

Frequency of 
evaluations

Reporting 
burden

Sector 
feedback

Various research 
reviews/reports -

recommendations

ERA and EI
next steps
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Review of ANZSRC

Joint review by the ARC, ABS, Statistics New 
Zealand, and the New Zealand Ministry of Business, 
Innovation and Employment

Review will ensure research classifications reflect 
current practice and remain responsive to change in 
the sector

Discussion Paper published earlier this year and 
public consultation closed on 7 June 2019

Feedback is currently being examined and 
proposed revisions to ANZSRC will be published for 
comment later this year.

Review anticipated to be completed mid-2020

Web: arc.gov.au  I Email: Communications@arc.gov.au

Future thoughts

• Comms

• Simplification, transparency, coordination

• Rate of change
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Thank you


